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Abd. whin they cams to Feſus, hey be 

. ſought him mftantly, ſaymg, T hat be 

was wort by for whom be ſbould do this. 
For . he loveth our Nation, and bath 
Built us a Synagogue. . 
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K E principal Occaſion of our Meet- 
ing at this time together, is to im- 
plwore God's Bleſſing on an Under- 
Te: taking of an extraordinary Nature; 
— . and todedicate to God, and appro- 
-priate to his Honour and Service, ſuch Subſcriptions; 
Gifts, aud Oblations, as have been already, or ſhall 
be either this Day, or hereafter. made, for the buil- 
ding an additional Parochial Church, which hath 
been ſo long labour'd, earneftly wiſh'd for, and ex- 
treamly wanted in this Placſgmeee. 
And as'the Law, which hath been made on put- 
poſe for the more eaſie Accompliſhment of it, ap- 
points it to be call'd St. Philip's Church; ſo no Day 
could be more proper for this Holy Solemnity, than 
the Feaſt of St. Philip; by which, Means the Day 
of Dedication (which Moſt Churches anciently 
. obſery'd, and which Many do ſtill retain;) may be 
an Annual Legal Feſtival of Courſe; to all ſucceed- 
-1ng-Generatians: ll Je. >. 5 ri gia 
And here, by way of Introduction tomy follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, I might employ ſome part of my 
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1 Chriſtian Synagogue. 
than what was juſt now read to you in the Goſpel 
for the Day; It may ſuffice to obſerve. and mention 
to his Honour,; That''is the 'Hoauſhdld of God, 
which is the Church 1 is _ to be built 
upon the Foundation vf the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus 
2% tome being the. ihe Corte Stn Eons 
20. f6 in particular of St. Philip, it is not only true 
that he waz an Apoſtle, but moreover,, as far as ap- 
ears from Scripture, it is highly probable that he 
was the firſt Difciple pidperly ſo calbd; 3:e:. the 
firſt, who himſelf followid Chriſt, and perſuaded o- 
thers to do the like. We do indeed read in the IVF. 
of St. Jobn, that Andrew and Simon Peter came to 
our Saviour before St. Phihp; but they remrmd to 
their Trade again, and 'ſo continued in the . 
ciſe thereof till the Death of Jobn the g. 
Then bur Saviour bids them leave their Net 
low hin, ani be woulil mn be them Fiſbers i Men, 
Matt. 4. 19. But this was no more than what St. 
Philip had done long before: For in Fobn 1. 45. We 
find him bringing Nathanael (an excellent Fellow 
'Eabourer?) into the Vineyard, making this early 
Profefſion of his Faith to him, Me bave found bim 
whom Moſes and the Prophets did uit. 
Thus, as ſoon as He was converted, He apply'd 


Himſelf to the converting of Others; and the firſt 


'Fraits of his Labour were the bringing to; Chriſt a 
Perſon of an Eminent" Character, as appears by 
Wfrat our Saviour ſaith of him, that he was an I 
"ratlite fudeed, in whom Was nb guile; which is a moſt 


Proper Quitfication fer any One chat pretend 


. * * 


ee e bee ee ene ny 
This Primacy of Diſcipleſhip thus by us-afcrib'd 
to St. Philip, it is probable the Romaniſts wüll be of- 
fended at; and difpute 3 It being no new thing with 
them to eſtabliſh a Doctrine of their own Invention, . 
3 9 
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i of ſo great at of the Uni- 
| | and St. LU Ne of 25 Nn f = 
Ane Succeſſors. pul for their Satisfaction 


erein, ſhall refer them to-the ſereral. Goſpels 
. them, and make their bak of..them 1 | 
ſo leaving them much 7 8 2 empl 94 05 than they 
| uſyally are, when, they labour to _ St. 926 
Abſolute Superiority above, and He 4h 4 'to charm 
niverſal Preference before, all the reſt of the 
poſtles, (whom we think our Saviour intende 
| ſhould be equal, and concerning whom he pro- 
nounc d, that 5 of them ſhould ſtrire to le 
Bi lan dee 1 haſten to the Buſineſs of the 
Day, and to the Words of my Text, hich we find 
thus introduced. A certain Centurion: Servant, who 
u dear - unto. bim, was . ſick, and ready to die. And 
my he heard of Feſus, be ſent unto him the Elders of 
| ithe. Jews, beſeeching him that he would come and heal 
bis Servant. Aud when they came 10 Feſia, tbey be- 
Sought him inſtantly, ſaying, That be Was worthy for 
hom he ſhould do this. For be loveth our Nate, and 
bas built. us a Synagogues 
The Perſon here ſpoken of, and Hake earneſtly 
recommended to. our Saviour by the Feus, (,who 
dieüſired no leſs than a Miracle to be wrought in his 
. behalf) was a Roman Centurion, Tea n at * 
2 eee, a conſiderable Town for Trade, and cc 
Had very Populous,: Here be was placed in 
th e Nature of a Governor, to keep the To abirants 
quiet, and in 'awe; ; the Fews.never. 1 ſhewn 
- themſelyes very-eafi ie under any 5 55 Yoke, 0 | 
always apt to gixe their Conquerors, lyfticient « cauſe 
to have a watchful Eye oer them. 5 
9 But inſtead of Rigor, this Coe: on was 0 
1 err d. to put on ſo much of Humanity: upon all 
- en He was. a0 . to. e 998 | was.ſo | 
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t The Chriſtian Synagogue. 
Good-natur'd towards all, (as appears by his gre 0 15 
Compaſſion to his Sick Seryant, upon whoſe Ac 
count he firſt ſent to our Saviour, and then went 
* ' himſelf) that by theſe Acts of Generoſity and ©le- 
Ti mency, he eaſily gain d the Hearts of all the Peo- 
his chat were tinder him ; ſo as to be locked upon 
= not as an Enemy, but as a Friend; He was admired 
as a Publick Benefactor, and a Blefling to the Place 
in which he reſided * He was much more beloved 
than feared; ( quite contrary to what fome of the 
more unpoliſh'd Military Men affect to be) inſo- 
much that the very Elders of the Jews, who were 
apt to encourage, if not inculcate (as an almoſt 
neceſſary Duty) an Averſion to all that were not of 
their own Religion, thought themſelves obliged tb 
ſhew this Stranger all the Reſpect imaginable, as 
the Reſult of Common Gratitude: Being very well 
ſatisfied that be lowed their Nation, and had given 4 
very remarkable Proof of it; for though he was 
himſelf a Gentile, yet, as a thing he knew would 
be very acceptable, and of great advantage to the 
Place, he had built tbem a- Synagogue, wherein to 


worſhip God in their own way. 1 38 8 
Not that it is any way likely, that ſo great a Place 
as Capernaum, had till then been without One or More 
ſuch Places of Publick Worſhip ; but as the Num- 
bers of the People increas'd together with their 
Trade, they ffill wanted more Places where they 
might meet, to give God Thanks for the Plenty 
and Succeſs which they found themſelves bleſs d 
with. On this Account probably it was, that this 
Centurion was at this extraordinary Charge for the 
greater Convenience of the Inhabitants, and of 
thoſe that ſnould come after them, as the moſt like- 
1 ny ro perpetuate to their Families their preſent 


 Houriſhing Condition 
This was a Benefadlon of ſo diffuſive a Narute, 
in tp hae been rhought ft Ey the Holy: Spirie of 
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God; to be recorded and tranſmitted don to all 
Poſterity, with no ſmall Indications of its Praiſe- 
worthineſs ; and as the beſt Proof of the Love we 
bear to a Place, that any one can ſhew: Which be- 
ing the thing I propoſe. to make out in my follows. 
ing Diſcourſe, in ſpeaking to the Words before us, 
1 ſhall obſerve this Methode 


; Sh 1 + .F 3 


I. I ſhall ſhew what is meant by the Word Syn. 
3. 9ogue, and what the Advantage of it was under the 
Fee,, y rr as i. 
} 2. I ſhall enquire, what it is that under the Go- 
| 2 bears Analogy thereto; and at the ſame time 
ſhew, that a Chriſtian Sy nagogue is ſtill of far grea= 
ter Uſe to Us, than any thing of the like kind could 
bei ĩ —̃ - i ns 
3. By way of Application of what I ſhall have ſaid 
on theſe Two Heads, I ſhall endeavour to perſuade 
as many as I can, to imitate the good Centurion, ſo 
as one way or other to be aĩding and aſſiſting in ſo 
excellent a Work, for the Benefit of this Place; 
that it may be ſaid by thoſe that come after us, 
(with no ſmall Honour to the Memory of all Wor- 
thy Benefactors) that Such and Such, according to 
their ſeveral Circumſtances and Abilities, did = 
their Love to this Place, in having zealouſly pro« 
moted, and encouraged, and contributed to, the 
Building of a Synagogue. or Church, after many 


3 Years repeated Complaints of the want of One. 


Ü begin with the Firſt, which. is to ſhew what is 
meant by the Word Synagogue, , and what the Ad- 
Vantage of it was under the Meſaick Diſpenſa- 

tion. © . 3 CE Se I gs _ 
If we look no further than the Derivation of the 
Word, it ſignifies no more than a Place of Publick 
. Meeting in General, Without any regard to the In- 
dent of ſuch Meeting? But becauſe there could be 
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Eccleſia, and which we call the Church. 


High-Prieft 


6 _ The Chriian O-ynagogue: 


Aſſembling together than, 


— 


gcaſion of Aſſembling ec r than, on a R 
ows Accgunt, to join in the Publick Worſhip'of God. 
it ſoon and very naturally came to, paſs,” that by tf 


” on 


Word oweywy) was generally underſtood the Plac 


of Meeting for this Purpoſe, and no other: Alfi G- 
ther Places of Meeting on any other Account, ha- 
ving for Diſtinction- ſake ſome other Name given 
them, according to the Nature of the Buſineſs to 


* A * — 


be done in them; But che Aſſepbly, rhe Congregation, 


the ces, by way of Eminence, denoted” the 


3 


ſame which in later Ages hath been expteſß d by 
© And'as there are Two forts ef Churches Nove, 
according to the preſent. State of Things, viz, Ca- 
chedral and Parochial, (which I ſhall hate Occaſion | 
o ſay more of by and by) ſo the Caſe Was the 
free with the Jews, who, Were in ſuch Matters di- 
rected by no leſs Authority. than that of the Holy 
Spirit of God; they had the Temple to repair ro in 
Jommon for the whole Nation, to ſhew that they 
were all but One People and One Church ; and the) 
had moreover ip every great Town or City, One 
or more Synago ues for the more immediate anc 
conſtant Uſe o ce Inhabitants of that Place. 


It muſt indeed be confeſs d, that according to the 
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ewiſh Oeconomy, when their Reli iy, Con- 
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iturion was wrought up to its Maturity, and du 
Divine oY 
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Occurrence of their Lives; or particular | 
vouchfafſed them: Hither they came, if they ha 
ſomething more than Ordinary to ask at the Throne | 


The Chriſtian Synagogue. 7 
rbeit Courſes, to bear their Part in the dally Mini- 


ſtrations, in behalf of the vaſt Concourſe * P 


ple ebbing and flowing continually, as their Occafii 
— would admit, oft the Solemn: Seaſons of ts Neat 


did require. £ n O48 


Here all the Heads of: Families at leuft (Ss | 
5 more as Circumſtances would ahbe Were 
thrice a Year to pa their Attendance; thus to make 
up one eneral Af embly of the Whole People 


God. ither it was that all the more Devoũt choſe 


to come to pay their Vows upon any temarkable 


of Grace, as where they knew God did many ways 
in a more eſpecial Manner ſhew his Readineſs to 


receive the Petitions of his Votaries, ang to grant 


cheit Requeſts. A 
That ſome Religious © Dficerwers Neceflary: to be 
per form'd in the Temple, and could be done no 
where elſe, no not in the Synagogue; is Evident 


from Scripture, and from'the Practice of the Few. 
to this Day, who for want of the Temple to repair 
to, do no longer pretend to offer £ any Sactifipes': 


Mary other Things, Which migh® be done in the 


| ce ee ; they Would ehuſe to do in the Temple, 


they could. Plain u it ig, that 1 bn the Day? of He 
Virgm's hte, erg "Ng ing to the Lan of Mole 
* 8 att 7 our-Saviour was brought te 
ruſalem i to ere in the' Temple: Tholne oo | 


is to be — but that tHere Was e 
fi 


Berbiebem, where he as born, and 

and other Places, where: this- might- have been af. 

at an eaſier Charge, and Iſs Trouble; had it been 

1 Thing 1 here it was dene! Which 

enge gue was but the Was 
lere, 557 che emple, and for the Bib an 

nNience of the People in the-Exereiſe of het | 
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more ſolemn and uncommon Occaſions. . 


Place of Worſhip, which one way order 


Religion, ſo far as it conſiſted in their daily offer - 


ing up their Prayers to God (as it is known to be 
their Practice to this Day) and on their Sabbaths 
and High Days to hear the Law Read and Ex- 

ounded to them, together with ſome other Privi- 
leges ; not Treſpaſſing too far on the Obligation 


they lay. under to pay their Attendance at Feruſa- 


lem, as the known Place of Worſhip appr, all the 
n | But tho 

the Fewiſh. Synagogues lay under ſome. Diladvan- 
tages by Reaſon of ſeveral Limitations and Reſtri- 
ctions, with reſpe& to the Temple, yet that there 
was great Convenience in them, and great Tem- 
poral Advantage to be reaped from them, as well as 
Spiritual, muſt be allow'd from theſe Three follow- 
ing Conſiderations. . V 


e , ẽ of” <4 Bb Sy bo ens La owes 
Hirt, Whereas it was a known Duty incumbent 
on the Jews, at ſome Set Times of the Lear, to 
repair to Feruſalem, to join in the Offerings and Sa- 
crifices peculiar to the Temple, as the 8 
eſpeci· 

ally through ſtraitneſs of Fortune, want of Health, 
or the like, very many, to the great Diſquiet of 


their Minds, could not but be frequently prevented 


from doing, as they otherwiſe very willingly 
would; this was what they could not but Lament as 


à very great Misfortune; unleſs the want of being 


inſtructed by ſuch, - whoſe Lips were by the Ap- 


pointment of God to preſerve Knowledge, and the 


benefit of Publick Worſhip, might in ſome meaſure 
be otherwiſe ſupply d: This was one . great Occa- 
ſion of Synagogues... Such was the Inconvenience a- 
Tiling from the diſtance the greater Part of God's 
People were at from Feruſalem, that 52 ta- 
king Advantage. from it, did not find it hard to 
bring to paſs a Defection of Ten Tribes of Twelve 
at once, from the Houſe of David, and th bu } 


nothing o,. 


The” Chriftion Synagogue: 9 
bliſh'd Worſhip at Feruſalem. The Courſe he took; 
and wherein' he ſucceeded, was to ſet up Calves ar 
Dan and Bethel (which were Places commodioufly 
ficuated for ſeveral Tribes) pretending that God in 
the Likeneſs of thoſe: Creatures (as the uſual Em- 
blems of that Fertility and Plenty — promis d to 
themſelves from the Metaphorical Expreſſion of 
their Land flowing with Milk and Honey) might as 
well be applied to, as if placed between the Wings 
of Cherubims, which were Creatures they knew 
+ From the ſame Pretence of Diſtance from Fern- 
ſalem, the Schiſm of the Samaritans had its Riſe, 


uf 


bo in proceſs of time became the moſt inveterate 


Enemies of any the Jews had to deal with: They 
_ eagerly contended, that their worſhipping in the 
ſame Mountains, and near the ſame Springs, where 
they ſuppos d the Patriarchs of old were wont to 
feed and water their Flocks, and to Sacrifice the 
choiceſt of them, was as good or better, than to 20 
to Ferufalem: Where Abrabam, Iſaac arid Facob, uſed 
to pay their Devotion, there the God of Abraham, 
Tſaac, and Facob, might ſurely be worſhipped ſtill, 
without going ſo far as they muſt have done, to 
worſhip in the Temple: To be confined to any one 
Place for Publick Worſhip, was what the Vulgar 
and more Illiterate could by no means underſtand: 
And ſince it was a thing ſo inconvenient to them, 
and fo prejudicial to their Temporal Eaſe and Ad- 
vantage, they were eaſily prevail'd' upon to over- 
look the Conſequences of an unwarrantable Sepa- 
ration, and ſe ran into Meaſures, which ſoon occa- 
ſion d great Diſorders both in Church and State. 
As mighty Feuds and Animoſities, Heart-Burnings, 
and great Degrees of Uncharitableneſs aroſe from 
 Feroboam's way of Worſhip; ſo the Conſequence: 
of 1 hat the Samaritans pleaded for, ſoon turn'd to 
h a ſort of ** that they were told by 

ns .- our 


1 
— % 


16 be Obvriflian Weber 


our Sartor; that they Worſbipp'd they knew not ber. 
Now that which made this Notorious Schiſm, as 
well of the Ten Tribes at firſt, as of the erf 
tans afterwards, the more dlameable, Was, That the 
Difficulty fo many pretended to labour under, was 
ſoon obviated, and in great meaſure redreſs d, by 
the Means of having Synagogues in moſt. Places 3 
and even in Feruſalem it ſelf, where the Templé 
was, wre are taught there were ſome Hundreds of 
them: So that no one almoſt needed to be without 
either the Inſtructive, or the Devotional Part of 
their Religion very long, whereever they lived, ex- 
cept in ſome Fe Caſes, and at ſome Set Times, as 
hath already been obſerv!d. | 
'Setondly, It is very well known, that God, in the 8 
Eſtabliſhing the Fewiſh Church, thought fit to ap- 
point one of the T welve Tribes, viz, that of Levi, 
to be ſet apart for Holy Offices, and for the carry- 
ing on of Religion; and the Worſhip of God; and 
nothing was look'd upon as done regularly, or to 
good Effect, but where one or more of that Tribe 
was concern d, and bore a Part: And nothing 
could make this in any degree Practicable, but the 
having Synagogues, or ſomething of the like kind 
in all conſiderable Places, where ſeveral Families 
might join, in having one or more of the Levitet 
amongſt them, to Officiate in behalf; of 2 whole . 
Congregation ut once: 5 
When it was otherwiſe, as in the Infariey: of) chat : 
Church i in the time of the Fudges, before the Tem- 
ple was projected by King David, and brought to 
Perfection by King Solomon ( whom God was 
7 to . with Wiſdom equal to ſo great an 
Uuadertaking), for ſeveral. Centuries we hear of 
little more than of a Tabernacle and an Ark, which 
was moveable, and might be carried from Place to 
Place: The uſual Place of Publick Worſhip was 
Shalob z and ſome is made of the Schools ” ä 
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the Praphets, where Men were not only fitted for the 
Miniſtry; but Religion it ſelf, and the Celebtation, 
Hel bervice, e be ant eee ſuppoſes 
was in a more eſpecial, manner made one maih Pa 
of the Buſineſs of che Place. But as for any thing 


more, it was only what was carried on by Maſters ei 
Families, (as in the Pays of the Patriarchs) who cook. 
upon them a ſort of Prieſthoo in the way of Tem-. 
porary Proviſion, to Officiate for all ſuch as livd 
under their Roof, tho at the ſame time they could 
not but be ſenſible, that God having appointed an 
Order of Men on purpoſe for the Adminiſtration 
of Religious Offices, what was done without their 
MNiniſtry muſt needs be thought Defective, unlels in 
Caſes of abſolute Neceſſity; and therefore in the 
17th of Fudges, we find Micah. agreeing with a 
Levite to dwell, with him, and extreamly well 
pleas'd he ſeems. to be with what he had done: 
And.the Inference.he makes, and the Advantage he 
| promis'd 3 e this: Non new 1 15 
the Lord avill do me good, ſeeing I baue a Leuite to my Prieſts © 
And though no TOS be made, bur as God 
would Then, as well gs Now, have heard the Prayr, 
ers of his People calling upon him, were it never 
ſo privately, and in their Cloſets only, where it 
could be no otherwiſe, and a Prieſt or Levite could 
not be had without ſuch an Expence as their Cir- 
cumſtances would not bear; yet at was but natural 
to hope, their Prayers, when preſented by ſuch as 
were of God's Appointment, were moſt likely to 
reach the Throne of Grace, and to meet with more 
than Ordinary Sncceſ r. 
milies ſoon fell into it; and every Body would be 
glad to haye it ſo. contrived, as to have certain 
Houſes in common amongſt ſeveral of them, where 
they might have a Prieſt or Levite to Othoiate for 
them at an eaſie Expence, and ſerve God daily af- 
pe | e | 9 ter 
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ter the beſt manner, and yet not be at the Charge 
of Maintaining a Levite or Chaplain, every Houſe 
for it ſelf, as Micab did for his 
_ ._ " Thirdly, Whereas Numbers, and a great Appear- 
_ ance, areknown to add very much to the Solemnity 
of what is done, and the more they are who join 
in the Publick en th God, ſo much more Ho- 
nour is ſuppos'd to be paid him by his Votaries: 
And whereas it is moreover by Experience found, 

that where many Perſons join in the ſame Act of 
Publick Worſhip, there a greater Zeal and Warmth 
is diffus d thro' All who are preſent ; that Devotion, 1 
which, when perform d by ſingle Votaries, or by 
few, is apt to languiſh and flag, being by greater 
Numbers heighten'd and improv'd, whilſt that Holy 

Flame which ſhines forth in ſome, kindles the like 

Ardours in the Breaſts of All; for theſe Reaſons, as 
well as for many others, (which my Time will not 
allow me to mention) it is plain that God hath under 
all Diſpenſations deen pleas'd to encourage Publick 
Worſhip, and in many Caſes, hath made it neceſſa- 
ry; and this muſt needs of courſe have put Men 
upon erecting Structures, capable of receiving large 

Congregations, ſuch as among the Fews were Sy- 
nagogues for conftant Uſe, though they had a 
Temple to go to ſometimes, upon their more Im- 
portant and Solemn Occaſions 

This being ſaid, of the Nature, and great Ad- 
vantage of = fn >. amongſt the Fews, I now 

come in the 24. Place, to enquire what it is that 

under the Goſpel- Diſpenſation bears Analogy there- 
to; which will ſoon be found to be our Pariſh- 

Churches; any thoſe will appear to be of far 
greater Uſe and Benefit to us, than any thing of 
the like kind could be to the Fes. It is very ob- 

' ſervable, that God intending that the Fewiſh Church 
ſhould be a Type of the Chrifian, hath made the i. 
One anſwer the Other in very many Reſpects, and 

_ es 


articularly.in its firſt Beginning and. Infancy, as to 
Publick Worſhip, . and the. manner of its growing 
up to. what . 8 
From the Days of Moſes to Solomon, (in whoſe. 
peaceful Reign the Temple was built) God's Peo- 
ple, being ſurrounded will ill Neighbours, were ſo 
often in Wars, if not in Bondage, or lying under 
the. uſual Diſadvantages of Conqueſt, that the Pla- 
ces for Publick Worſhip were but Mean at beſt : 
And in like manner far the three or four firſt Cen- | 
| turies under the Goſpel, by Reaſon of frequent Per- a 
18) ſecurions, the Primitive Chriſtians never found it | 
| fafe to offer at any thing that look d Great, or of 
Magnificence ſuitable to the Majeſty. of that God 
whom they Worſhip'd, ; but contented themſelves 
with u m¹α (as they were call d) i, e. upper Rooms 
in private Houſes, or elſe ſome Private Places, 
where they might not be too much expoſed, or too 
eaſily found by their Malicious Perſecutors: But 
when the Storms of Perſecution were ceas d, when 
_ Conſtantine, our Chriſtian Solomon, brought profound 
Serenity and Peace to the Church; when he bein 
intent upon the promoting God's Honour, by all 
the Methods which He himſelf could contrive, or 
the Biſhops and Governors of the Church of Chriſt 
after the moſt. mature Conſultations could ſug- 
geſt ; then, by his Order, and at his Expence, many 
tately Fabricks, noble Structures, were erected in 
ſeveral Parts of the Empire; and large Endow- 
ments appropriated to the Maintenance of ſuch as 
were daily to attend God's Service, aſter the ſame 
Manner, as had been the way firſt ſettled by Solo- 
mon in the Temple, and was continued till the De- 
ſtruction of it in the Days of Zedekiab, and was a- 
gain reſtored at the Rebuilding. thereof after 
the Captivity, and laſted till it was totally demo- 
Jiſh'd; by che Romans : Whic was. by th 
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Jowing for tho 


all God's 19 5 5 under the Direction and Gove! 


| fees 'd to himſelf ſome, of 
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the daily Sacrifice of Player, Morni 


E. + 
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k Church, tat could be thought of, and wat tere 
fore copied afterby them, he on'as Circumſtances 
would admit of it, 

"Perpetual:Wars arid Rovolkfons i in this Hand of : 
Great Britain ( which then confiſted of ſeveral States 
and Kingdoms) prevented the Growth of Obriſtia⸗ 


nity in theſe Parts for ſome time, ſo as not to have 


ſuffer d us to be ſo early 36 ſome other Nations 
were in ereQing ſuch Churches, as appear NA ws 5 
been built at A mighty Expetice by Emperors” and 
Great Men, both in the Ea and it: And yet 
"IF houfand Years ago that we began to 
follow this Example; and this Nei "ha ho pp we 
Particular, almoft as ſoo on 35 Any, bad che H wm 
neſs of having a Cathedral built by Oſw;, King 
the Northambers * And very well Endowed it 
and the Building probably Magnificent enough, all 
A early 2 And here, not far 
from, hence, the Biſhop of the ſeveral” Neighbour. 
Counties, had his Les and Place of Refi dence 5 
AA: ſo it hath continued many Ages; onfy the Fa- 
bricks may have under gone ſome Changes,” and 


much Improv d. 
ARK fk like Eber were by the-firft Fo aids 


Ff t whole 
SE by fob 


; Ne of- them, undoubtedly intended to be in the 


A ture. H the Tem a for the Uſe 


Diosele i in General; like to that at 


went of ons hicf High- Ptieſt, vis, che Biſnop. 
22 BY the Conftit tion of t the Chriſtian wrchi 

in choſe Days, that the only. Church 'of *Note Was 
what we call the Coe yl wy 4. e. the Place where 
the Biſhop at and reſided”; to 5 1 Plate hes 
58 Eminent Pte 

yters of the Dioceſe, to bg of e e as 
well as to attend God's Service in the e ffe 7 Fi up 


wy 3 e out * theſe Precbyteretis ſ fron 14 
| a. 
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to time, ſuch as he found beſt qualified. to teach 
the Goſpel, and they were to go to all the yy 
pal Places; and:where they found Succeſs, :16ias to 
gain a competent Number to make a Congregation, 
chere they promoted the having ſome Place, at the 
Direction of the Biſhop, to be ſet a · part ſor Pub- 
lick Worſhip in the Nature of the Feiſ Syna- 
gogues; (Which are known to bare been vhryã ma- 
A and the Prieſts thus ſent abtoad returned 
Yearly in their Courſes to the Cathedral, to give 
an Account of their Miniſtry to the Biſhop, and e 1 
to report to him the State of Things, and what „ 
Progreſs Chriſtianity had made in thoſe Parts, to 
which they were ent io ly 
And whereas in thoſe Days, and for ſome ſuc- 
ceeding Centuries, all the Tythes and Offerings, 
and other Church Dues, wers payable to the Bi- 
hop himſelf, he uſually divided them into Four 
Parts; One whereof was at his Diſcretion given to N 
the Priefts; who were thus employ'd in the Vine . 
yard; a Second Part was for Building and Repairing „ 
Churches, and other Edifices, for Eecleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons to live in, who werte to attend Gads Service ; 
the Two remaining Parts were in a more eſpeci- 
al manner at the Biſhop's Diſpoſal; partly for his 
own private Uſe, and the Maintenance of his Fa- 
mily ; which was expected to be in ſuch ſort, as to 
bear ſome Proportion to his high Station and Cha- => 
- radter 5" and partly for Charity, in relieving te 
Poor; and in Holpitality, 3. e. not in a ſumptuous 
| Entertainment of 'the'Rich, but in receiving Stran- 
gers, who would be *continually chming from all 
Parts of the Dioceſe to Worſnip God, and to perſorm 
the more ſolemn Duties of Religion at the Cathe- 
| dral 5 which, till they came to have Churches of 


5” 4 
* 


, their on to go to, they could not ſatisfie themſelves 
| 4 without doing very frequently: Aud icularl 


Fo 


every 
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0 > rm EO St ro tems, en $0 
- * Though: this they did, ( ſo unſettled as yet was 
- the Chriſtian Church during its Minority ) yet it 


was ſo highly inconvenient, to be thus continually 


travelling to the Cathedral, (as the Fews of Old 
were obliged to do to the Temple) that Men of E- 
ſtates could not but naturally, for the Benefit of 
their Tenants, as well as for their own Eaſe, and 
for the Good of their Families, apply to the Bi- 
 *ſhop for Leave to Build Churches for themſelves; 
which Leave was not only very eaſily obtain'd, but 


the Work ( generally ſpeaking ) was ſo far encou- 


_ -raged; as to have the Tythes of the Place appro- 

priated to the Prieſt, to whom the Cure was com- 
mitted; and not to paſs through the Hands of the 
_ "Biſhop, as before: And the Builder of the Church 


was moreover often gratified by the Bifhop, with 


the perpetual Advowſon or Nomination of a Cu- 


rate, which otherwiſe of courſe was in the Biſliop, 
as the Perſon to whom Originally the Cure of 
Souls of the whole Dioceſe, was known to be com- 


And thus you have in ſhort, the Riſe of Pariſhes 
and Parochial Churches; and you cannot but ob- 
ſerve, how they are the Off. ſpring of the Cathe- 
.dral Mother - Church, and depending on the Biſhop 


as the Spiritual Father of that Diſtrict, where ſuch 


Churches were erected; and in which, by his Di- 


rection, and by Virtue of his Licenſe, all Religious 
Offices were appointed to be perform d, as fully and 
effectually to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if done 
at the Cathedral it ſelf: Which was to the great 


Eaſe, as well as Benefit of the Inhabitants, and no 


ſmall Advantage and Relief to ſuch Neighbouring 85 
as 


"Towns and Villages, as were not yet ſo Happy, 


2 | 
5 


 eveiy Year, twice or thrice, if not Monthly, they 
repair d thither to receive the Sacrament; and to 
conſult ſome Spiritual Guide for the future Conduct 


5 


* 2 


* 


co 


to have the like Privilege of taring a hurt 


theĩt o . 03 i 2998 
According to this Account of the Riſe of Pariſh+: 


Churches, no one can be more Primltive in its O- 


riginal, than that which we are Now erecting 2 
Since ſome Part of its Revenue is to ariſe from tha 
Cathedtal of the Dioceſe, and the Rector is to be. 


One of the chief Dignitaties there, and conſequent- 


ly to be Nominated and Appeinted by the Biſhops 
as the Patron of Both. Here” the Sacraments, and 
all the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Religion are to 
be Adminiſtred, and the Goſpel io be Preach'dzwiity: 
all imaginable Convenience to the Inhabitants - 
Which, conſidering the Difficulties. very many of 


this piace habe for ſome Years laboutid unter, 


makes it needleſs for me to ſay much upon this 
Head ; it being very obvious, that the many Privi- 
leges of a well ſettled, well endowed, and well⸗ 
ſerv'd Pariſh- Church, according to the preſent hap- 
py Conſtitution of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of Eng- 
land, do far exceed whatever could be ſaid ef a 
Fewiſh'! Synagogue. A Synagogue: was never more 
than Supplemental and Subſervient to the'Timple 3. 
but a Pariſn- Church is a Temple of it felf, ro alf In- 
tents and Purpoſes; Peculiar to thoſe of the Place 

and not in Common to others, -_ than by Cours! 
teſie; where all the neceffary He Ips to true Devo- 
tien, and the Exerciſe of Divine Worſhip, may d 
bad, without Recourſe to any other Place. This 
is ſo highly 0 be priz d; that I hope yo cannot? 
but be all very ſenſible of it: Which if you are, I 
preſume what remains, according to the Method R 
propos d, will be an eaſfe Fask; which is 3%, and 
Laſtly, to provoke you to a Hoh Zeal and Emula- 
tion, in ſtriving who fhall moſt vigorouſly pre- 
mote ſo good a Work, and N ſhew cheir Love 
the Place — Me tO: e BG - 
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B Shbpe there age hut few here preſent, but, hg 


uccording to their ſeveral Circumſtances. and Abi- 


# 


lities;: will, from che Conſideration of What hach 
much redounding-to the Honour of God, And to 2 
their Own future Advantage, and the Benefit of Po- 


perſuaded to bear a part in ſo. Pious 2 


FI 


ſterity Such as are themſelves. Aae . 
ill 


their Labour and Work, Others by their Purſes, V 


contribute. to the Advancement of this Pious De- 
ſign; All by their Tongues at leaſt, will promote 
And encourage it, and endeavour to perſuade thoſe in 
whom the — any Intereſt, to bear a Part there- 
iu, and to ſhew their good Liking to what we are 
ahout. There is no One ſurely, but will at leaſt 


whatſoever. By 8 


1 . 
3 . 
c 
2 
£4 


any One Act, which doth more effectually unite goth 


theſe, than the good Work we are about: For here 


we 


/ 


wade: Joy oaks: 1 — af Dr 


0 86 out Fellow. Cidatures, ig to 


dwell; and chus to promote his Hofer aifd'Setvice;" 
and help forwatd'his' being dul) Wörſhip'd in the. 
Beauty of Holineſs, by the many Vötäries he Rath 
in this Populous Place 3\ This mũüſt need Be ant Ack 


- 
— 


ſhip for Perpetuy, tb be paid 8 Gd ih- 


dece mt mãntier; but as the greateſt & 


the beſt we can, as well i Spiritus 39 f 


ſo as at once to cunfur the Welfare bord 18600 184 


Soul; ſo, what we are doing; is in Grder t6 Both. 


theſe: Ir is to enable very many of ks Plage = 1 


Serve God without” Petplexity of *TH6uBft;" 


; _— an Oppiranty of doing?” ir e e 


To be help ful to our Sons. Ga in this” 
Reſpes; . thus to add to the Cdnifotr' 6f their 
Lives, as well as to the Nouriſment of tel e 
andi at che ſame time by One and ME Sate Act, 
be: Building à Houſe! for God himfelf, Where 057 
may promiſe to out felves he Win wordhfaſe c 


moſt Acceptable unte God, highly al ro 

our Neighbour? and of great 84 Src; 

as Advantage, tc Oar Sees bo 
Inithe Caſe of *Altns:Deeds, 2640 i5 not alw4 . 

fie that one Hand ſubuli! "Bow whit we dots, 


the Good propos d is for: the won e ee a 
asit were of One Hand only ; it +6 fupptyſomne® 


immediate Temporal Want. But here . 


5 are emp dure. ahd- Blefling $ 45 e of bee 
'ofit 


Hand as Left, may ſeen te come 


as they are known ily. to Ge 25 


this not for the Preſvnt offly,” but fut a Lon E Sog 


not only laft for a Day or two; ind chef Webac 

ly forgotten by all but by God bimſelf, who never 

doth Bo our York and Labour that pros eeederh of Lave, 
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will, as we may reaſonably promiſe to our ſelyes, 
remain for ſome Ages: Nay, for N we know 
(conſidering. we are probably in the laſt Period of 
Time) it may prove a laſting Monument of Piety 
And now, theſe Things being duly. conſider d, It 
is eaſy to obſerve what Scope is hereby given for 
a Religious Strife and Holy Emulation, who fhall, : 
according to their different Circumſtances, beſt ex- 
preſs their Zeal on this Occaſion; all in our ſeveral 
ways, endeavouring to appear as forward as we 
Certain it is, that the more Tender Sex, though 5 
not by Nature made for Labour, not by Education 
train d up for the Proſecution of Publick Deſigns, 
have however been as Active in This Work, as Zea- 
lous and Induſtrious in promoting it, as any of us 
all: And as ſome of Them neither want for Purſes, 
nor for generous Minds to open them upon ali 
Proper Occaſions of Bounty and Munificence, as 
well as of Compaſſion and.: Charity, ſo may we 
reaſonably promiſe to our ſelves a peculiar Bleſſing 
to attend our Endeavour, from Their Prayers, as ha- 
ving a more than ordinary Intereſt at the Throne 
of Grace, by means of their extraordinary Pietʒ 
and Devotion; in which they ſo far excel the Ge- 
nerality of Men, that Religion hath by the Enemies 
of it been ſpoken of with Reproach, as peculiat 
to the weaker Semñ. ent 


4 8 * . 


{Og RIGS LEI 
This I che. rather take Occaſon to mention, be- 
cauſe it is well known that a Devout Lady, now : 
with God, ſtands the firſt upon our Roll of Benefa- : 
Kors, and hath, no queſtion, ber Name alſo in the 
Book of Life: * She ſbew d hom much ſhe deſſred 
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here, as may bear ſome Proportion to the Num- 


bers of his Votaries; that they might not any long- 


er, for want thereof, be forced to wander and look 


out elſewhere: This we find lay much at Her Heat, 
though She her ſelf at the ſame time was going to 

a better Place, the Heavenly Feruſalem, and to a 
Terple not made with Hands, there to abide, and 


never:to tem. 2 | 
There are Other Pious and Liberal Benefactors, 
whoſe Names will deſerve to be mention'd with 
_ Gratitude and Honour upon the Annual Returns 
of this Days Feſtival, when the Work now auſpi- 
ciouſly begun, ſhall by God's Blefling, be brought 
to Perfection: In the mean time I only beg leave 
to obſerve but One Thing more, and ſo conclude. 


We read, Nehemiah 4. 17. That when the Jes 
were permitted to repair the Ruins of Feruſalem, 


ſuch was the Enmity of Some, and the Ill Will the 


bore to the Work, that they which builded on the Wall, 
and they that bare Burdens, with thoſe that laded, every 
one with one of his Hands wrought in the Work, and 
with the other Hand, held a Weapon : But here we 
have no Reaſon to complain that we Labour un- 
der any Difficulty of the like Nature; nothing 
hinders, but that all may here Work with Both 

Hands, and put to their whole Strength: For tho“ 
there are Many, who perhaps do never propoſe to 
themſelves any Benefit from what we are doing, as 


never intending to make uſe of the Church we are 


about to Build, yet, as All agree that it is fit that 
God ſhould be worſhip d in the moſt decent Man- 


ner, which Circumſtances will allow of, and we 


All Worſhip the ſame God (which was not the Caſe 
of the Centurion in my Text, ) ſo there are Several of 
thoſe, who whilſt they Diſſent from us in e 

13 


Agree with us in this; Some Contribute very free 


Others Approve it, and wiſh well to it; and I doubt 
not but Moſt of them in cheir Prayets do add — 
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Harare. 


Abdi"! 
well may We, who are of the ſame 


Communion, join with One Heart and One JS, 
mn, which was peculiar -to © 

Day of Dedication of the Temple, alway 4 ep. 
with great Splemnlty, Pſ. 122. O pray for the Peate 


ruſalem 7 they ſhall proſper that love Thee. ' Peace be 
Abi -thy Wall,” and Plenteouſneſs 1 * thy Pole 72 


For 1by Brethren and Companions ſakes we will w 


TheeiProſperityz yea, becauſe. of ibe 
our G her a Meck to do thee ; good. 


it was 


_ Nehemiah and his Beilding, ſo may it be with 

: Milt we Bleſs the Lord, the Great God, 5 85 
i And him doing, Chap. 8. 6. Let all the people, ting ; 
their 2 * and bowing their Heads, and 5 


ing the Lord . anſwer us, and fay, Amen, Amen, 


7 097. 


1 


2 4 
42 
1 * 


boot Patition to Almighty God,” © proſper thou their 
© 100 this, E are of different perſua-· 5 35 


Boo Lord 


